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Prevalence of missed nursing care in  
the operating room: A scoping review
Supplement: Search terms and strategies
Table 1: MeSH/DeCS terms, CINAHL headings and natural language keywords

MeSH/DeCS CINAHL headings Natural language

Participant (P) nursing
nursing staff

nursing
nursing staff

nurse
nursing
nursing staff

Concept (C) missed care* nursing care, missed missed nursing care
care left undone
unfinished care
rationed care
tasks undone
nursing omissions

Context (C) operating rooms operating room nursing operating room nursing
surgical nursing

* Although not a MeSH/DeCS term, it was considered given its relevance to the present review.

Table 2: Search strategy used in the MEDLINE complete database

# Enquiry Results

S3 (Nursing OR Nursing staff OR Nurse) AND (missed care OR nursing missed care OR care left undone OR unfinished care OR 
rationed care OR tasks undone OR nursing omissions) AND (operating room OR surgical nursing OR operating room nursing) 21

S2 (Nursing OR Nursing staff OR Nurse) AND (missed care OR nursing missed care OR care left undone OR unfinished care OR 
rationed care OR tasks undone OR nursing omissions) 479

S1 Nursing OR Nursing staff OR Nurse 1 286 153

Table 3: Search strategy used in the CINAHL complete database

# Enquiry Results

S3 (Nursing OR Nursing staff OR Nurse) AND (Nursing Care, Missed OR nursing missed care OR care left undone OR unfinished care 
OR rationed care OR tasks undone OR nursing omissions) AND (operating room nursing OR surgical nursing) 6

S2 (Nursing OR Nursing staff OR Nurse) AND (Nursing Care, Missed OR nursing missed care OR care left undone OR unfinished care 
OR rationed care OR tasks undone OR nursing omissions) 107

S1 Nursing OR Nursing staff OR Nurse 1 043 344

Table 4: Search strategy used in the DOAJ

# Enquiry Results

S3 Nursing AND missed care AND operating room nursing 7

S2 Nursing AND missed care 443

S1 Nursing 210 894




